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Introduction

In 1905 a newly published Baptist prayer calendar from India carried the following picture. It presented a drawing of starving, helpless Indians, of Christians in Church and possibly at prayer, and a picture of Christ pointing to India. Underneath it are the words ‘The touch of Christ upon India is one of compassionate longing and beseeching appeal’.
 Some six years before, in The Missionary Messenger, an anonymous writer penned these sentiments:

The sun of the Nineteenth Century is setting on eight hundred millions of men and women who are redeemed but do not know it. … There are over a thousand millions of men and women who are not in any sense Christianised. Thirty five millions of these pass every year, in one ghastly, reproachful, mournful procession, into Christless graves. Nineteen centuries have passed away, and only one third of the population of our earth is even nominally Christian. These hopeless souls would belt this earth no less than forty times, if they stood with outstretched hands side by side, and this at the dawn of the Twentieth Century! Three millions, at least, have been baptised into the Christian faith during this century, and in that fact we greatly rejoice. But the natural increase of the heathen world in that time has been two hundred millions … It is surely time apathy gave place to enthusiasm, and niggardliness to generosity, selfishness to self-sacrifice, and indifference to compassion.

Missionary endeavour became an increasingly important concern and preoccupation of New Zealand churches in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Initial overseas involvement was limited to the Anglican and Presbyterian churches earlier in the 19th century (with the Melanesian and New Hebrides Missions). Missionary awareness and involvement particularly took off from the early 1890s. Baptist work began in 1885, Anglican work (through the NZCMA) in 1893, Brethren work from 1896 and Methodist work from 1902. At the same time New Zealanders became involved in early faith missions (most notably the China Inland Mission, the Poona and Indian Village Mission, the South American Evangelical Mission (and its successor the Bolivian Indian Mission), as well as an increasing number of denominational and faith missions based in Great Britain or the USA. By 1930 some 500 New Zealanders had gone overseas as missionaries to a range of destinations. At least another 400 had enquired or applied for missionary service in the same period.

This is perhaps quite remarkable given the young age of New Zealand as a country, and the energy and the financial resources required to simply establish the infrastructure of churches both nationally and locally. Geoffrey Troughton has noted that debt from church building programmes was a constant problem for Manawatu-Wanganui churches in the late 19th century.
 This may have been true of other regions also, perhaps in the North Island most of all. The period 1890-1930 was also one which experienced prolonged economic depression, war and the onset of a global depression from the late 1920s.

Given this remarkable growth in missionary output, and the particular stage of New Zealand’s development, the question of how all of this was supported and sustained becomes very important. As missionary societies and leaders quickly realized, (if they had not done so already) finances and support were sorely needed if such ventures were to be effectively sustained and extended. In the secondary literature this is a surprisingly neglected area of investigation for the wider missionary movement, with a mere handful of articles and books devoted to it. This is also true of the New Zealand literature.
 This paper then is an initial attempt at understanding missionary support and the factors that were important in the process as it unfolded. Rather than attempt to do this for all groups, at this stage of the enquiry, attention is focussed on the New Zealand Baptist Missionary Society, and on Baptist support for missions overall. It outlines the changing patterns of Baptist missionary involvement and giving between 1885 and 1930, paying particular attention to dominant patterns. It then argues that any analysis of missions support must take seriously the roles of women, children, young people, key leaders and churches, and of a range of contributory factors that were perhaps more trans-denominational than denominational in their impact.

Patterns of Baptist Missionary Involvement 1885-1930

1. Baptist Missionary Numbers

The New Zealand Baptist Missionary Society was established in 1885, barely three years after the inception of the New Zealand Baptist Union in 1882. Within five years it had employed the services of three missionaries and received applications from two more people. By 1900 it had employed 18 missionaries and entertained applications from a further 16 people. In the same period (up to 1900) another twenty Baptists that we know of had entered the employment of other missionary organisations. This was from a denomination that had some 3,500 members, and which made up barely two percent of the national population by 1900.
 By 1930 48 people in total had worked with the New Zealand Baptist Missionary Society in East Bengal, another 141 had enquired or applied to the Society and a further 102 known Baptists worked with other societies. That figure would probably be higher if we could identify more people denominationally. All up at least 150 New Zealand Baptists had gone overseas as missionaries between 1885 and 1930, and another 141 had at least been prepared to be missionaries. 

R. L. Roberts’ contention that Baptists contributed most New Zealand missionaries to the various non-denominational societies is probably not quite accurate, at least for this period.
 Further analysis will probably show that, in New Zealand, Presbyterians were more numerous across the board in missionary participation. However he may not be far off the mark. The figures of 150 missionaries and 141 applicants suggest a significantly high ratio of missionaries per head of Baptist population. Further comparative analysis will help to draw this out more accurately.

2. Temporal Patterns

Two further sets of patterns should be noted, at this stage, as they may be indicative of broader patterns of missionary support and giving. The first is to take note of Baptist missionary involvement over time. Taken all together New Zealand Baptist missionary numbers looked like this: 
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These figures indicate the importance of the 1890s and the 1920s to an understanding of New Zealand’s missionary movement. This was true for all denominations and seems to mirror what was happening internationally. The second graph suggests that growth was constant from the 1890s onwards, but the accentuated nature of the growth between 1895-1900 and from 1925 onwards needs particular attention. Both decades saw an increase in the proliferation of new missionary organisations. In the New Zealand context missionary recruitment in the 1890s rose particularly with the advent of the Australian based Poona and Indian Village Mission. Recruitment in the 1920s was spread across a broader canvas of organisations, but was particularly impacted by the Sudan Interior Mission and the South Seas Evangelical Mission. The question then is to what extent missions support, in structures and financial giving, reflected or differed from this temporal pattern? Further, what were the contributory factors to these patterns?

3. Geographical Patterns

The second emerging pattern was a geographical one that changed over time. Baptist missionaries came from most corners of New Zealand but most notably as follows: 

	Rank
	Region
	Rank
	Region

	1
	Otago (43)
	6
	Nelson (6) 

	2
	Auckland (38)
	7
	Southland (5)

	3
	Canterbury (15)
	8
	Wanganui-Manawatu (3)

	4
	Wellington (12)
	9
	Hawkes Bay (2)

	5
	Waikato (7)
	10
	Taranaki (1)


However this hides a change that took place over time, which saw the centre of gravity move distinctively from south to north. This polar reversal effectively meant that Dunedin was supplanted by Auckland as the main sending centre of missionaries. (see Appendix 2). This may simply be a reflection of spatial changes in New Zealand’s overall population distribution. What we need to ask, however, is to what extent this change was mirrored by similar changes in Baptist churches per se, and more particularly in Baptist missionary giving? We would also want to ask whether this was a peculiar Baptist pattern or a feature of the overall missionary movement in New Zealand.

Support Structures

Within a year of its inauguration the fledgling New Zealand Baptist Missionary Society had its first missionary in East Bengal, in the person of Rosalie Macgeorge from Dunedin. The dream had become a reality and, because the hope was that more missionaries would follow, the Society quickly moved to enlist the wider support of Baptist churches nationally. A four page bi-monthly supplement to The New Zealand Baptist, called The Missionary Messenger, was established in 1886. Churches were encouraged to hold annual Missionary Sundays and to foster monthly prayer meetings. Christmas boxes for the missionaries were an annual feature by 1888.
 The annual report for 1887 gave an indication of where support-raising energies would be directed. Thanks was given to ‘all lady collectors who have winsomely pleaded the claims of their Indian sisters, to all Pastors who have kept the Mission cause steadily before their people, to all Superintendents who have aroused the interest of their scholars in the less favoured children of India’. Hope was expressed that the ‘sympathies and affections’ of the people had been captured, and people were reminded that the ‘Christian Church, if true to her Divine Lord and His great commission, must be missionary’.

New Zealand Baptist historian Dr E Simpson notes that there was little evidence of a thought through missionary policy on the part of the early NZBMS committee. Whether or not that is the case remains to be seen.
 As we survey the period, however, we can identify many deliberate attempts at creating an ongoing support infrastructure. Efforts revolved around some distinct reference points.

1. Literature

Periodicals were the most immediately visible vehicle for missionary promotion. The Missionary Messenger, as noted, was variously a supplement to The New Zealand Baptist and a stand-alone publication. By the late 1920s it seems to have become an insert to The New Zealand Baptist entitled The Missionary Mailbag. A second publication for adults, called Our Bond, was published from India from around 1894. Children and young people were catered for by the regular insertion of missionary letters. From around 1903 a Young Folks Missionary Messenger became a regular feature. Missionary literature, generally, had an enduring place in the Baptist mindset, but seems to have been more systematically promoted from the early 1900s onwards. Missionary study circles were vigorously promoted in 1909.
 Books by New Zealand Baptist writers began appearing from 1910, including a silver jubilee history by the Rev Harry Driver. In 1912 a publications department was established, with the BWMU and Sunday Schools as key distribution channels.
 Relevant literature was regularly made available for such events as the annual Self-Denial Week. By 1925 there was a deliberate attempt at supplying Sunday Schools and Bible Classes with missionary lesson notes.

2. Prayer

A national call to prayer in 1895 suggested that ‘apart from earnest and unremitting prayer, failure must attend our undertaking. By prayer we link our feebleness to Omnipotence, and ensure the success of the cause we are united to advance.’
 Prayer was integral to the activities of the NZBMS committee. Its application generally may have been more erratic. Efforts to encourage the place and practice of prayer for missions may hint at a more general pattern of waxing and waning missionary enthusiasm and support. Prayer was encouraged in a number of ways. The ‘Watcher’s Band’ was initiated by the Auckland Auxiliary of the Baptist Union in 1899. This ‘band of pleaders on behalf of our society’ had some 106 members signed up within its first year.
 In 1904 the fledgling Baptist Women’s Prayer Union (to be known as the Baptist Women’s Missionary Union) took as its primary role the task of fostering prayer for missions in the local churches.
 A large illustrated calendar for prayer was issued from the Indian field in 1906. Attempts were made to publish and promote regular prayer cycles, with details appearing in the various publications. As late in the period as 1926 a weekly scheme for family prayers, that included missions, was being suggested.
 Underneath all of these were such annual fixtures in the Baptist calendar as Self-Denial week and Missionary Sunday, which all included prayer as a vital component.

3. Events and Projects

The Self-Denial week concept, perhaps trialed in 1914, was adopted by the Baptist Union as an annual event in 1915.
 It focussed local churches on the missionary task in particular, with the week’s takings split between foreign (two thirds) and home missions (one third). It increasingly became an opportunity to raise the profile of a particular need or project in India. These variously focused on disaster relief, building projects or the injection of finances into new staffing ventures. Over the period other nationally promoted projects included the sale of share certificates and debentures for adults, and the Missionary Pence Association, the houseboat and the hospital brick scheme, and the Birthday Band for children. On a more local level churches and regional auxiliaries regularly organised missionary sales, garden parties, rallies and missionary exhibitions.

4. Deputations and Visiting Speakers

From the beginning the NZBMS understood the importance of local people meeting their missionaries whilst on deputation. That Baptist people identified with and owned their missionaries was evidenced in the oft-used phrase ‘our beloved missionary’. These ‘beloved missionaries’ tramped the countryside along a well-worn path that took in most Baptist churches irrespective of size or location. Their schedules were demanding, and it was not uncommon for The New Zealand Baptist to intimate a hiatus in a missionary’s deputation schedule due to illness. Annie Newcombe’s tour in 1889, for example, was meant to last from 6 August until 4 October, covering the entire country, and including both Sunday addresses and week-night lantern slide lectures. Ill health saw her get no further than Auckland.
 This was not all, however. Baptist churches were regularly visited by many other missionary speakers. These were a mixture of overseas visitors and, increasingly, returned New Zealand missionaries of other organisations. For example between 1911 and 1914 there were on average seven such speakers in Baptist churches each year. Between 1921 and 1925 this figure rose to ten on average each year.
 These visitors, too, tended to follow a national circuit. Whilst it is hard to quantify the results of such regular exposure, we must assume that it had an impact on both recruitment (which we do have some indications of) and home based support and awareness.

As both the Baptist Union and NZBMS grew, in size and scale of venture, it became more obvious that structural issues needed to be addressed. Because the Union and Missionary Society were initially tightly linked, through the one committee for both, it took some time for the inherent weaknesses in this system to be identified. It took from 1903 until 1926 to arrive at a fully separate NZBMS Executive Committee, and until 1919 to appoint a full time secretary and treasurer.
 An intermediate step had been to appoint an Organising Secretary in 1903, whose prime task was to liase with local church mission secretaries, collectors and other auxiliary groups.
 With this in mind we can perhaps better see that Baptist missionary activity and support was due as much or more to missionary enthusiasm, nationally and locally, than it was to efficient organisation and structures.

Patterns of Financial Support

What then were the financial outcomes of all this activity? At this point we shall focus on a few major trends, leaving the details to further analysis. The statistics presented relate specifically to financial support of the NZBMS.

1. Overall Giving to the NZBMS

National annual giving to the NZBMS rose from £384 in 1885 to £5,201 by 1930.
 Typically this was done through church subscriptions and donations, and the Sunday Schools. As time progressed however this money also came in via young peoples groups, such auxiliary groups as the BWMU, the annual Self Denial efforts and in response to particular projects. In two specific years, 1900 and 1920, giving peaked at higher than normal levels due to two such projects, returning to previous levels in following years.

2. Income and Expenditure

The following graph paints a more helpful picture, comparing income with expenditure.
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A recurring motif in annual reports of the NZBMS was that growth in activity required growth in giving by Baptist people. ‘Pray and pay! Let the love of the heart go with the gift of the hand’ was the call in 1902.
 Initial enthusiasm sustained the Society through its first five to ten years. The following pattern of alternating credit and debit balances began from 1895. By 1908 there were regular calls for a more systematic approach to missionary giving. In his presidential address to the Baptist Union in 1908 the Rev F. Buckingham echoed the optimistic line that ‘it is not want of love to our Missions, or lack of interest in the movement, but the absence of systematic method in the gathering of the funds’.
 If true, then the implication was that it was the system that was at fault, not the givers. Throughout the period Baptist members were always given the benefit of the doubt, as to the genuineness of their support for the Church’s missionary task.

3. Regional Patterns

Over the period the four major centres of Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin were the largest givers to the NZBMS. Of course these had the four largest Baptist churches, and also sent the largest number of Baptist missionaries. However , as with the sending patterns, there were at least two distinctive differences within this general pattern. The first was the south to north reversal in the centre of gravity of missionary giving. This mirrored the pattern we saw in missionary sending. It also reflected the overall changes in the geographical distribution of Baptist membership in New Zealand, although Auckland always had between 20 and 31 per cent of membership throughout the period.
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The second feature was the relative consistency in the high giving from the Wellington region. Giving from Wellington churches was at least proportional to membership throughout the period. However for much of the period the Wellington region was giving proportionally higher than its membership. This was regardless of whether there were Baptist missionaries issuing forth from the region.

4. Church Patterns

Average annual church giving rose from £17 per church in 1890 to £73 per church in 1930. It might be more accurate, however, to note that median church giving rose from £5 to £44 over that same period.
 At the same time the range of individual church giving rose from £1 - £129 in 1890, to £1 - £845 in 1930.

As expected general church giving patterns mirrored the regional patterns already examined. The overall top ten giving Baptist churches were: 

Rank

Church

1

Auckland Tabernacle/Hanover Street, Dunedin

2

Wellington Central

3

Oxford Terrace, Christchurch

4

Wanganui Central

5

Ponsonby

6

Caversham, Dunedin/Hamilton

7

Oamaru

8

Greendale, Canterbury

9

Gisborne

10

Mosgiel/Nelson

The ‘big four’ consistently dominated the figures for missionary giving. At the same time, however, the same south to north reversal we previously identified also took place. In the 1885-1905 period, for example, there were five Dunedin churches in this ‘top ten’ listing. Hanover Street was the only one left in the period 1905-1930, where seven out of the top ten churches were located in the North Island.

Looking at church giving it is very easy to place the emphasis on the role of the larger churches. A further breakdown in giving suggests two further fruitful areas of investigation. On the one hand an over-emphasis on the top four obscures the significant proportion of giving by smaller churches. Consider this:
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Between 1900 and 1930 there were only ever as many as fifteen churches giving £100 or more to the NZBMS on an annual basis. Just as significant were the 78% or so churches giving under £100 annually. Whilst the primacy of the top four or so churches did not change over the period, neither did the large raft of smaller churches playing their part.

On the other hand, we also need to consider church giving per head of members. On average, overall annual per capita giving grew from two shillings in 1900 to 12 shillings in 1930. However consider the following:

1890





1930

Church

Per Head

Church

Per Head

Wellington Central
12 shillings

Greendale

£2/4 shillings

Napier


6 shillings

Waihi


£1/8 shillings

Hanover Street
6 shillings

Gisborne

£1/6 shillings

Caversham

6 shillings

Lyall Bay

£1/6 shillings

Mosgiel

6 shillings

Ashburton

£1/4 shillings

By 1930 only two of the ‘big four’ were ranked in the highest ten churches for per capita giving to missions. Smaller and relatively newer churches figured more highly. Whilst we would want to speculate on the various reasons for such a pattern ( such factors as fresh vigour from new congregations, rural wealth and the impact of particular ministers), it is enough here to say that any analysis of missionary support must give due attention to what appears to be a significant base of smaller churches.

Understanding Baptist Missionary Support

In the first place we need to gain a clearer understanding of the various factors that were significant within Baptist circles. These included the influence of women, children, young people and of key leaders. Let us briefly consider these.

1. The Role of Women in Baptist Missionary Support

Simpson suggests that the Baptist Women’s Missionary Union (BWMU) was the single most important support group for the NZBMS.
 Established originally as the Baptist Women’s Prayer Union in 1903, at the suggestion of a Mrs Bennett of Kaikourai, Dunedin, it had as its object ‘the promotion of missionary zeal amongst the women of our churches’.
 The Constitution signalled a four-fold mission of prayer, fund-raising, pastoral and financial support of missionaries, and the diffusion of missionary information.
 Similar national organisations for women began at around the same time in the Presbyterian and Methodist churches. Within its first year 13 branches had been formed, and leadership was particularly in the hands of such ex-missionaries as Mrs Annie Driver (nee Newcombe) and Mrs Lilian Buckingham (nee Peters). By 1910 there were 33 branches, peaking at 46 in 1915, dipping to 39 by 1920 and then rising again to 66 in 1930 (including two youth branches). In 1930 nearly 1, 500 Baptist women were involved.

What was the impact of the BWMU on missionary support? In 1905 the BWMU contributed £58 to the NZBMS. By 1930 that figure had risen to £1,712. By 1915 (within ten years of its formation) the BWMU was contributing 15% of total giving to the NZBMS, and from 1925 onwards was contributing 30% of total giving.
 In 1906 the BWMU was given charge of supporting Baptist women missionaries, and the Indian Bible women employed by the NZBMS, thus making specific their sphere of responsibility and activity in New Zealand.
 By having the BWMU President and Secretary associated with the NZBMS executive in 1907, women were able to have input into decision-making over staffing in particular, enabling them to direct their fundraising efforts in particular directions.
 Many regional or local events, such as garden parties and missionary exhibitions or sales, would not have occurred without BWMU planning and execution. Finally it was the BWMU that fostered links with the Young Women’s Bible Class Union, because they understood that younger girls and women were potential missionary recruits and supporters.

2. The Role of Children in Baptist Missionary Support

In 1885 an ex-missionary, newly arrived in New Zealand asked:

What are the children of New Zealand doing for Mission work? Many children [she wrote] may say that I am only a little boy or girl attending school. What can I do? [She went on to say that] in England there are missionary boxes in all the Sunday Schools, …, and it is astonishing to what an amount the halfpence and pence grow. Some children take the missionary box home and put in any spare pocket-money. … There is another thing that children who know what prayer is can do, and that is to pray for these heathen, who know not our God. If they began to pray for them, then they would think of them, and then they would devise means to send help. [She then concluded by suggesting] … there are in the Sunday Schools 5,968 children, now if each child gave one half-penny per Sunday, the sum total in a year would be £646 10s 8d, enough to provide for six lady missionaries, or three married missionaries. Will the children do it?

This early exhortation was practically programmatic for the way children would be approached with respect to the missionary cause. Children were an early and ongoing target for missionary propaganda, and for the recruitment of their money, prayers and sensibilities. From the beginning, in the printed annual receipts of the NZBMS, there was a column indicating the amounts given by the various Sunday Schools. Whilst we may argue that much of the money given by children for missions ultimately issued from adult hands, it is not for nothing that the English historian F. Prochaska refers to children, in the British missionary movement, as ‘little vessels.
 We can note their significance in at least two ways. 

Annual missionary giving from Sunday Schools rose in twenty years from £110, in 1885, to £338 by 1905, to a high of £441 in 1920. Proportionally Sunday School giving was highest between 1885 and 1900, making up between 23 and 27% of overall giving to the NZBMS. By 1920 it had fallen to around 5% of all giving. However it is possible that giving by children, in these later years, was hidden in the figures for specific fund raising projects.

Children were doubly significant because of the potential they represented – as potential supporters, enthusiasts, pray-ers and recruits. Children’s literature and Sunday School syllabi were directed towards such goals. It could be argued that the greatest and most creative efforts went into attracting and retaining the interest of children. We have already noted such campaigns as the Chandpore hospital brick and missionary houseboat fund raising schemes, the Missionary Pence Association and the children’s Birthday Band. There were also Baptist Busy Bee groups by the 1920s, although not as widespread as in Presbyterian churches. In 1926 Mrs Goring, (an ex-missionary, wife of Ernest Goring and BWMU Dominion President) launched what became known as the ‘Ropeholders League’.
 Through ownership and organisation by the children, these groups aimed to deepen missionary interest and active involvement amongst children more generally. Perhaps, ultimately, it was the minds of children that were captured as much as or even more than their pockets.

3. The Role of Young People in Baptist Missionary Support

The same basic argument can also be made for the role of young people in Baptist missionary support. Annual giving, initially from Baptist Christian Endeavour groups, and later from the Bible Classes, amounted to between £76 and £727 for the period. Although lower to begin with, giving by young people to the NZBMS had risen to 11% and 14% of all missionary giving by the mid and late 1920s. Bible Class involvement in missions support appeared to have been slower to develop than for the Presbyterian Church, but had definitely gained in momentum by the early 1920s. Regular contributions had begun around 1915-1916.
 As with the Presbyterian Church the Baptist Men’s and Women’s Bible Class Unions were matched up with particular missionaries, institutions or projects, to which they gave their money and for which they received information and updates. Specific fundraising schemes such as ‘Scheme 200’ and ‘Scheme Twice 52’, in 1926, were initiated, organised and owned by the Bible Classes.
 Missionary rallies in many of the centres brought young people and missionary speakers together, as did Easter camps from 1916 onwards. By 1927 it was one of the stated aims of the Bible Class movement to ‘ increase interest in, and to assist home and foreign missionary work; [and] to encourage young men to regard their lives as consecrated to Christ and His service, and to consider His claims as affecting their vocation’.
, The support of young people for missions, as with younger children, was much more than about raising money. It was also about developing a life-style.

4. The Role of Key Leaders and Churches in Baptist Missionary Support

As we have seen, churches big and small were significant in missionary support. A significant factor in a church’s support was often the presence of a missionary enthusiast. More often than not, this person was the minister, or perhaps either a returned missionary or a relative of a missionary who was keen to keep the missionary firebrand burning. This is another area that needs further work and is, I think, one that applies to all denominational and non-denominational missionary support for the period. A quick survey of a few names will suffice at this stage.

· Rev Alfred North – initially at Hanover Street, Dunedin, he was the prime mover in the formation of the NZBMS and who, through his later pastorates in Calcutta and Ponsonby, and itineration work on behalf of both the Baptist Union and the Missionary Society, was possibly one of the most consistently influential Baptist leaders for the missionary cause.

· Rev Chris Carter – previously a BMS missionary in Ceylon, who as a pastor in a range of New Zealand churches, did much to raise the profile of missions generally and who was involved in the training and mentoring of some of the early NZBMS missionaries.

· Rev Harry and Mrs Annie Driver – Harry was the missionary enthusiast par excellence who anchored the NZBMS committee as its secretary for its first ten to fifteen years, and who perhaps more importantly had stints as editor of both The New Zealand Baptist and The Missionary Messenger. Annie, a returned missionary, initiated the missionary training home in Dunedin (which later became the Presbyterian Women’s Training Institute), and was a key leader in the BWMU.

· Rev William Hinton – ex missionary with the Poona and Indian Village Mission who, on being invalided home, took on a succession of pastorates in Thames, Wellington and Auckland and who, as Baptist Union President in 1921-1922, saw one of his key tasks to be the missionary recruitment of key young people.

· Rev A. S. Wilson – an Australian who pastored churches in Wanganui and Auckland, between stints of YMCA work, and who was influential in the Keswick type Christian convention circuit as it developed in New Zealand.

· Rev Francis Crawshaw – ex-Melanesian Mission worker and Anglican priest who became a Baptist in the early 1920s, and was the minister at Gisborne Baptist in the mid 1920s.

· Samuel Barry – long time missionary enthusiast at the Auckland Tabernacle, who particularly encouraged the support of children and young people, and whose legendary library of 800 missionary books was made available to the Auckland public.

· Rev Joseph Kemp – who as minister of the Auckland Baptist Tabernacle, founder of the New Zealand Bible Training Institute and later president of the Baptist Union, all in the 1920s, perhaps made him the latter equivalent of that other Baptist godfather, the Rev Alfred North.

Other Contributory Factors to Baptist Missionary Support

It is clear, as we analyse it, that missionary support was a complex issue. It was not just a matter of money. It was as much about the creation of a mindset or mentality and, for many, a lifestyle. We also need to acknowledge the smallness of New Zealand’s population and the links that existed between church people of whatever denomination. The missionary movement, whilst it contributed to denominational identity, also served to bring people of different backgrounds together in a common cause. In this respect we also need to understand the extent to which New Zealand Baptist missionary support was influenced by a wider set of factors. Interestingly enough, whilst Baptist missions in New Zealand owed much of their origins to their British roots and Australian connections, it was from America that some of the ongoing influences were derived. This perhaps corroborates an earlier argument by Colin Brown that the American factor was more important in shaping religion in New Zealand than we have hitherto realised .
 Whilst the data exists to do this, the necessary analysis is still to be done. Therefore the following comments are preliminary in nature and necessarily brief.

1. The Christian Endeavour Movement

Originating from America, Christian Endeavour groups began appearing in New Zealand Baptist churches from late 1891. According to its founder, the Rev F. Clark, the movement’s purpose was ‘to raise the standard among young people of outspoken devotion and consecrated service’. In another context he had argued that by putting religion before all else in the mind of the young person, the movement ‘appealed to the heroic element in the hearts of young people’.
 Within three years of its establishment there were 15 Baptist Christian Endeavour Society branches involving some 585 young people, out of a total involvement in New Zealand of 3,888. By 1907, there were a total (for all denominations) of 8,396 young New Zealanders involved through 257 branches.
 By the end of our period Christian Endeavour groups were on the wane, in the face of the growing Bible Class movement. However the movement had staked a claim to being a strong influence on the lives, thinking, and life direction of many young people. Through the regular meetings and activities this movement encouraged a largeness of view with respect to a consecrated, servant lifestyle and a practical concern for the perceived needs of other people. Christian Endeavourers were both regular missionary givers and supporters, and were also numbered in the ranks of Baptists who became missionaries.

2. The Student Volunteer Movement

The Student Volunteer Movement also originated from America in 1886, and particularly took root amongst young New Zealand students from the early 1890s. The two visits of John Mott in 1896 and 1903, on behalf of both the SVM and the World’s Student Christian Federation, gave particular impetus to this movement. At its heart was the Student Volunteer Declaration by which a student pledged that ‘I am willing and desirous, God permitting, to become a foreign missionary’.
 At least 155 New Zealand students signed this pledge that we know of. Whilst denominational figures are sketchy for these ‘volunteers’ we know that at least 13 were young Baptists, including such 1890s volunteers as Charles North, Walter Barry and John Takle.
 Perhaps, numerically, the movement’s impact was greater amongst Presbyterian and Anglican students. However the wider implications of the movement were not lost on the Baptist public. An early New Zealand observer of the movement’s progress in America went on to comment ‘think of this fact, 3,847 young men anxious to become missionaries to the heathen. … instead of lamenting over the state of things, let us turn our energies to earnest prayer and loving praise, and God will show us even greater things than these. … The fact is that we have both the youth and the means, if we had the heart’
. The Student Volunteer Movement, amongst other things, served as an inspiration to the wider church.

3. Visiting Speakers

These we have already referred to. From quite early on New Zealand Baptist churches hosted a range of visiting missionary speakers. The pace seemed to pick up from the early 1890s, for all denominations, and these speakers were instrumental in the early impetus of New Zealand branches of a variety of missionary societies and organisations. Some of these were one off visits, such as that of J Hudson Taylor of the China Inland Mission in 1900, and Rowland Bingham of the Sudan Interior Mission in 1927. Other visitors returned several times, such as Charles Reeve, founder of the Poona and Indian Village Mission, and Dr Northcote Deck on behalf of the Queensland Kanaka Mission, and the later South Seas Evangelical Mission. By the 1910s many of these visitors were either overseas or local representatives of the various missions, seeking to enlist the sympathies and support of the church-going public, and to recruit new missionaries. It would be fair comment that by the 1920s missionary input into church life was a regular and expected feature for a majority of Baptist congregations.

4. The Christian Convention Movement

The English based Keswick movement was known in New Zealand in the 1880s and 1890s. The NZ Church Missionary Association owed some of its early impetus to the visits in 1890 and 1892 of a Keswick style evangelist, the Rev G. C. Grubb.
 Similar conventions for ‘deepening the spiritual life of Christians’ seemed to have begun in New Zealand from around the mid-1890s. There were early summer conventions at Owaka from at least 1896 that, by 1908, had been transformed into the long-running Pounawea summer conventions.
 Into the early 1900s there were also conventions at Queenstown, Wanganui and Cambridge. From 1923 the North Island equivalent to Pounawea, the Easter Convention at Ngaruawahia, was a regular feature for upper North Island churches. For younger people summer Bible Class conferences, Student Christian Union conferences and Easter camps played a similar role. These served to bring Christians together on neutral territory. In the line up of speakers there were always missionary visitors, and there was usually a special missionary rally slotted into the programme. Reports of these conventions regularly referred to the numbers who professed a heightened interest in missions, either as supporters or recruits. These seemed to have been significant events for the missionary movement per se.

5. The Laymen’s Missionary Movement

Again originating from America, the Laymen’s Missionary Movement sought to do for men what such groups as the BWMU had done for women. It seemed to have been particularly picked up on by Baptist and Presbyterian men. However at this stage, it is not clear how pervasive or effective it was in recruiting the support of men in particular. It had its enthusiasts in men like Dr. William Pettit, who was a NZBMS missionary in India between 1910 and 1915. In 1910, prior to his departure, he was employed to tour the country to promote the Movement to Baptist churches. At the time it was noted that he would be making an appeal to ‘the commercial magnates, the medical fraternity, the legal fraternity, the University professors, newspaper editors, all men of light and leading’
. If indications are correct, the movement seemed to last not much longer than about 1919. In the Presbyterian Church it became a more general association for Presbyterian men. However it may have been one significant factor in maintaining missionary interest through the difficult years of 1910-1920.

6. The New Zealand Bible Training Institute

When we come to the 1920s notice must be taken of the growing impact on missionary activity of the newly established New Zealand Bible Training Institute. Founded in 1922 by the Rev Joseph Kemp, this training institute quickly became a multi-denominational distribution centre for foreign missionaries. It was particularly significant for Baptists in this regard. It was established to be ‘a New Zealand Training School for Christian service in any part of the world. … Evangelical … Interdenominational … Biblical’.
 By the end of the 1920s it was well known by mission organisations as a reputable source of recruits, and had turned out an impressive number of missionaries, amongst whom were many Baptists. In a way this institution reflected back what already existed in New Zealand churches - that is a mindset that accepted that a missionary vocation was a viable life-long option. At the same time we could argue that the presence of the Institute, and the participation of its students in churches and at conferences, helped to strengthen the missionary mindset even further.

Conclusions

Peter Lineham has suggested that missionary enthusiasm has not always been historically strong in New Zealand.
 The period 1885-1930, I have argued, was the period when, for the first, time it did grow in strength. Statistics of missionary participation, and financial giving, and patterns in the formation of the various support structures indicate that this was so. Whilst not always even or rapid, Baptist giving to the missionary cause grew, for both churches and the various auxiliary groups. That the amounts given to the NZBMS were not higher, at times, might be explained by the significant numbers of people who must also have been supporters of Baptist missionaries in other organisations. An increasingly varied infrastructure of support was developed over the period, in response to the needs. Whilst this may not have always been mirrored by organisational sophistication, on the part of the NZBMS, such efforts point to the presence of both individual missionary enthusiasts and a growing body of church members who were increasingly missions conscious. As we try to understand this process, it is obvious that the roles of women, children, young people and key leaders were important. We have also seen that the Baptist missionary movement was not an isolated phenomenon amongst New Zealand churches, and that it was shaped as much by external factors as by more intrinsically Baptist factors.

Having said that, it is also possible that an analysis of missionary support helps us to arrive at some form of periodisation for the New Zealand missionary movement per se. This is by no means set in concrete, at this stage, but is offered as a first attempt at gaining an overall dynamic perspective on the progress of, and the contributory factors shaping, the New Zealand missionary movement as it emerged between 1868 and 1926 [see Appendix 1].

Hugh Morrison

November 2001
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Figure 1 - Baptist Missionaries 1885-1909
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Figure 2 - Baptist Missionaries 1910-1930
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