2

DABOH’S TASKS: 2008-2012
Balaton Conference 2008
Michael Poon
Introduction

The IAMS DABOH Study Group held a Conference on Mission and Memory: Documenting World Christianity in the 21st Century during the parallel sessions at the 12th IAMS Assembly, held at Balaton, Hungary, from 18-23 August 2008.
  Nearly forty participants representing institutions worldwide gathered to explore three themes: (1) Survey of key depositories; (2) Issues and strategies for extending access; and (3) Issues and strategies for national and regional partnership.  We were especially encouraged by the presence of colleagues from Eastern and Central Europe, and from the Pontifical Urbaniana and Pontifical Missionary Library.   Papers presented at the Conference have been posted at the IAMS website www.missionstudies.org/ 4groups/DABOH/balaton2008/daboh2008papers.htm.   

One direct outcome of the Conference is the launch of the Central and Eastern European Association for Mission Studies (CEEAMS) DABOH group, headed by Dr Danut Manastireanu.  We look forward to working with him in promoting documentation in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Archivists from Europe also proposed drawing up a list or directory of major missionary archives starting with Western Europe and hopefully extending this to include collections in Central and Eastern Europe.  We warmly welcome this initiative, and look forward to the outcome of this collaboration between archivists in Western, Central and Eastern Europe.
Agreed Tasks 

We agreed to three tasks for the coming four years:

1. Commissioning of best-practice manuals 

Following the success of the publication of the Rosemary Seton and Martha Smalley’s Archives Manual into seven languages,
 we agreed to commission two best-practice manuals, for (a) digitalisation projects; and (b) documentation of grey literature.  Drafts of the manuals should be completed by May 2010.
We also recommend that the Archives Manual be translated into Russian.

2. Workshop on Documenting Christianity in Contexts of Transition

To mark the centenary of the Edinburgh 1910 Conference, we agreed to convene a Workshop near the end of May 2010 on “Documenting Christianity in Contexts of Transition”.  We are planning for a gathering of 20-25 practitioners and stakeholders from regions where the Christian community is undergoing huge transitions.  The proposed Workshop aims (a) to explore the theology of archives in contexts of transition; and (b) to discuss the draft of the commissioned manuals through case studies.  
We have received an invitation from Dr Rüdiger Kröger to hold the Conference at the Moravian Archives, Herrnhut, Germany.  The Workshop will also be an occasion where we can mark the 250th anniversary of the death of Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf.

3. Encouraging and supporting new initiatives
DABOH encourages its study group members to take up local initiatives.  At the same time, we seek ways to foster ingenuity and fresh initiatives among individuals and institutions.  We recommend IAMS and DABOH to make modest funds available to assist those starting new projects.
� See “Mission and Memory: Documenting World Christianity in the 21st Century”, International Association for Mission Studies, http://www.missionstudies.org/4groups/DABOH/balaton2008/dabohbalaton 2008.htm. 


� The Archives Manual is available in English, Chinese, French, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swahili through the Yale Divinity school Library and the Overseas Ministries Study Center websites, http://www.library.yale.edu/div/ RTMmanuallinks.html and http://www.omsc.org/Links.htm.  Jean Paul Wiest’s Doing Oral History is also available in English and Chinese at http://www.omsc.org/Links.htm. 
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