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Types of documentation

• Secondary literature
• Official pubications
• “Grey” literature
• Contemporary news articles
• Archives
• Personal papers
• Oral histories
• Electronic resources



Christianity in China: a scholars’
guide to resources in the libraries 

and archives of the United 
States.  Archie R. Crouch, et al.  

Armonk, NY:  M.E. Sharpe, 1989.











Yearbook of American and 
Canadian Churches

National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of 

America



























Online content
• Internet Mission Photography Archive - photographs contributed by six 

mission archives 
• ATLA Cooperative Digital Resources Initiative - includes missions-related 

maps, photographs, postcards, texts, statistics 
• Basel Mission Picture Archive - photographs taken on the boundary 

between European and African and Asian cultures between 1850 and 1950 
• Boston University Digital Research Archive, Christian Mission collection -

digitized historical texts 
• World Missionary Conference, 1910, Edinburgh - Volumes 1 - 9
• Missionary E-Texts Archives - an electronic repository of historical texts by, 

about and for missionaries 
• Project Canterbury - Anglican history; includes digitized texts re. missions 
• Human Relations Area Files / eHRAF Collection of Ethnography 
• Project on Religion and Economic Change - data related to Protestant and 

Catholic missions 
• Adherents.com - adherent statistics and religious geography citations 











Reference tools
• Researching World Christianity: Doctoral Dissertations on Mission 

since 1900 - currently over 5,700 dissertations listed in the database 
• Missionary Periodicals Database - info re. periodicals on foreign 

missions published in Britain 
• Cumulative Bibliography of the International Review of Missions
• World Christian Database - Center for the Study of Global 

Christianity, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
• Portals to the World (LC)
• Basic bibliography for world Christianity - Very brief list of core 

books for the study of world Christianity 
• Bibliografia Misonal y Ecumenica - compiled by John Gorski
• Missionaries in Fiction - an informal listing of works of fiction that 

feature missionaries 





Organizations
• Churches in Evangelism and Mission Directory (WCC)
• Global Mapping International - gateway for evangelical 

missions information and websites 
• International Association for the History of Religions
• International Association for Missions Studies
• International Conference on Computing and Missions 
• Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization
• Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity - Calvin 

College 
• Towards 2010 - Celebrating the centenary of Edinburgh 

1910 
• Yale-Edinburgh Group on the History of the Missionary 

Movement and Non-Western Christianity



Websites of important archival 
and manuscript repositories

• North America: 
– Yale Divinity School Library Special Collections
– Billy Graham Center Archives
– Episcopal Church Archives
– Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
– Missionary Research Library, Burke Library, Union Theological Seminary, New York / Additional information
– Presbyterian Historical Society
– Southern Baptist Convention, International Mission Board
– United Church of Canada Archives
– United Methodist Church General Commission on Archives and History

• UK:
– Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World, University of Edinburgh
– Methodist Archives and Research Centre (U.K.) 
– School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
– Mundus: Gateway to missionary collections in the United Kingdom

• Europe
– Bibliothèque du Défap-Service protestant de mission
– Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle
– Mission 21, Evangelisches Missionswerk Basel 
– World Council of Churches Archives


