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The purpose of this presentation is to provide the context through which a researcher would be able to identify resources on missions and world Christianity in North America.  This overview will likely present little that is new to many of you, but I hope that it will provide information that will be useful as we discuss documentation around the world.
First, I would note that there are at least the following types of documentation:

· Secondary literature, including monographs and serials, scholarly and popular

· Official publications of mission agencies, denominations, and other ecclesial agencies, including annual reports, directories, periodicals, and newsletters

· “Grey” literature, including printed material with limited distribution (for example, literature sent out by mission agencies to congregations and clergy) and ephemeral material (for example, brochures, flyers, and pamphlets)

· Contemporary news articles (newspapers, periodicals) about missions and missionaries

· Archives of mission agencies, denominations, church-related agencies, ecumenical agencies, and congregations

· Personal papers of missionaries and church leaders

· Oral histories

· Electronic publications (some of which might be electronic versions of the above), websites, email archives

Such documentation has been gathered in numerous libraries and archives across North America.  To get an idea of the variety of repositories containing documentation of world Christianity, all one must do is to take a look at the monumental work, Christianity in China: a scholars’ guide to resources in the libraries and archives of the United States (Archie R. Crouch, et al.;  Armonk, NY:  M.E. Sharpe, 1989).

The compilers surveyed over 1,200 libraries, archives, historical societies, religious orders, and denomination headquarters.  The guide lists 554 repositories across the United States.  The types of repositories include denominational archives, religious orders, mission agencies, historical societies, academic institutions (including colleges, universities, seminaries, divinity schools, etc.), public libraries, museums, and various governmental agencies (including Library of Congress, the National Archives, and the Smithsonian Institution).  Christianity in China has now been incorporated into the Ricci 21st Century Roundtable on the History of Christianity in China (http://ricci.rt.usfca.edu/).
The Ricci Institute website has a wealth of information, including a listing of archives, biographies, bibliographies, institutions and a directory.
The archives section contains institutions of archival resources on Christianity in China (including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao). Entries for archives and libraries in the United States are based on the book Christianity in China: a scholars' guide to resources in the libraries and archives of the United States (New York: M.E. Sharpe, 1989). Entries for other institutions are created under the administration of the Ricci Institute.

The biographies section contains a listing of individuals who have played a role in the history of Christianity in China. This section includes, but is not limited to, missionaries, teachers, doctors, converts, critics, and the literati. Entries are not intended to be exhaustive but to provide a useful foundation for further research, especially for those whose backgrounds are not well documented.

The bibliographies section lists printed materials concerning the history of Christianity in China. It includes books, manuscripts, serials, microforms, and other source material. Some entries are linked to other related sources.

The directory section lists individuals interested in the history of Christianity in China. Some entries are administered by the Ricci Institute while many others are entered by individuals themselves. 

Institutions listed in this section are organizations, benevolent societies, hospitals, orphanages, clinics, publishers, universities, or any establishment that has a Christian connection in China. 

But, of course, most regions lack this sort of guide.  But the internet greatly facilitates the creation of such tools.  Margo Warner Curl of the College of Wooster, while on a summer study leave, created the “South Asia Missionary Archives Guide,” a preliminary guide to archival collections relating to Protestant missionary activity in South Asia. For each of the institutions she identified, she compiled information about what collections they have relating to missions in South Asia.  And this is one of the projects that we envision being carried out by the Documentation of Christianity in Asia Consortium, focusing primarily on Southeast Asia, as Michael Poon will discuss.
The Yearbook of American and Canadian churches, published by the National Council of Churches of Christ, lists official and major unofficial archival repositories for North American denominations.  One would then have to contact the archive, or visit their website, to find out whether or not they have documentation of the denomination’s missions.
There are three on-line databases that provide access to archival repositories in North America.  All three databases are available by subscription.  The first is WorldCat.  WorldCat is the Online Computer Library Center's (OCLC) online "union catalog"; that is, its database of over 1 billion records of books and other materials held in more than 10,000 academic, public, special and national libraries around the world. WorldCat can be used to locate materials in almost any area of study, or to locate items in specific libraries and research collections. WorldCat provides catalog records for books, maps, sound recordings, musical scores, films, archives, and computer files held in research, corporate, and public libraries, as well as museums, archives and historical societies. All search results may be easily printed, downloaded or e-mailed directly to you.  
By using the “Expert Search” interface, one can limit the search to archival resources.  A search for the key words “Borneo” and “missions” results in seven records.  When you survey the results you see that most, but not all, of them deal with Christian missions.  As you can see, we also retrieved records for diplomatic missions.
ArchiveGrid is an important destination for searching through historical documents, personal papers, and family histories held in archives around the world.  Thousands of libraries, museums, and archives have contributed nearly a million descriptions to ArchiveGrid.  The database also enables researchers to contact the repositories to arrange a visit to examine materials, or to order copies.
A search for “Borneo” and “missions” yields 20 records.  As was the case with WorldCat, we also retrieved records dealing with diplomatic missions.  When you bring up the record itself, you see both the description of the collection and the contact information.
The third resource is Archive Finder integrates the following information into comprehensive collection records:

· The entire collection of NUCMC from 1959 to 2006. The National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) includes information gathered and indexed by the Library of Congress, covering more than 106,000 collections. Only Archive Finder makes all of the historical NUCMC fully searchable in electronic form. 

· Names and detailed subject indexing of over 65,000 collections whose finding aids have been published separately in ProQuest UMI's microfiche series, National Inventory of Documentary Sources in the United States (NIDS). 

· Names and detailed subject indexing of over 44,500 collections whose finding aids have been published separately in ProQuest UMI's microfiche series, National Inventory of Documentary Sources in the United Kingdom and Ireland (NIDS UK/Ireland). 

· Collection descriptions submitted directly to us from repositories. 

· A growing number of more than 6,000 links to online finding aids. 

Detailed indexing of collections allows powerful searching across eight combinable fields.
A search for “Borneo” and “missions” retrieves five records, three from ArchivesUSA and two from the UK.  One can either retrieve the record describing the collection or information about the repository.

I would also direct your attention to the Yale Divinity Library website as way into the documentation of missions and world Christianity.  In particular, I invite you to look at the “Research guide for Christianity,” which, among other things, includes links to on-line resources.  For missions and world Christianity, these are divided into several sections.  The first deals with on-line content.
Online content:
· Internet Mission Photography Archive - photographs contributed by six mission archives 

· ATLA Cooperative Digital Resources Initiative - includes missions-related maps, photographs, postcards, texts, statistics 

· Basel Mission Picture Archive - photographs taken on the boundary between European and African and Asian cultures between 1850 and 1950 

· Boston University Digital Research Archive, Christian Mission collection - digitized historical texts 

· World Missionary Conference, 1910, Edinburgh - Volumes 1 - 9 

· Missionary E-Texts Archives - an electronic repository of historical texts by, about and for missionaries 

· Project Canterbury - Anglican history; includes digitized texts re. missions 

· Human Relations Area Files / eHRAF Collection of Ethnography 

· Project on Religion and Economic Change - data related to Protestant and Catholic missions 

· Adherents.com - adherent statistics and religious geography citations 

The first of these, the Internet Mission Photography Archive, is an international cooperative venture coordinated by the University of Southern California with funding from the Getty Foundation.  The six contributing institutions are the Moravian Church in Herrnhut, Germany, the Leipzig Mission, the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America in Maryknoll, NY, the School of Oriental and African Studies in London, the Norwegian Missionary Society, and Yale Divinity Library.

Reference tools:
· Researching World Christianity: Doctoral Dissertations on Mission since 1900 - currently over 5,700 dissertations listed in the database 

· Missionary Periodicals Database - info re. periodicals on foreign missions published in Britain 

· Cumulative Bibliography of the International Review of Missions 
· World Christian Database - Center for the Study of Global Christianity, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 

· Portals to the World (LC) 

· Basic bibliography for world Christianity - Very brief list of core books for the study of world Christianity 

· Bibliografia Misonal y Ecumenica - compiled by John Gorski 

· Missionaries in Fiction - an informal listing of works of fiction that feature missionaries 
The first of these, “Researching World Christianity,” is a collaborative project between the International bulletin of missionary research and Yale Divinity Library.  The database includes citations for all of the dissertations listed in the IBMR, plus those we’ve been able to identify through other sources.

Organizations/ directories:
· Churches in Evangelism and Mission Directory (WCC) 

· Global Mapping International - gateway for evangelical missions information and websites 

· International Association for the History of Religions 

· International Association for Missions Studies 

· International Conference on Computing and Missions 
· Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization 

· Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity - Calvin College 

· Towards 2010 - Celebrating the centenary of Edinburgh 1910 

· Yale-Edinburgh Group on the History of the Missionary Movement and Non-Western Christianity 

Other organizations are listed geographically.  
The Research Guide also includes a list of websites of important archival and manuscript repositories:  

· North America: 
· Yale Divinity School Library Special Collections 

· Billy Graham Center Archives 

· Episcopal Church Archives 

· Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

· Missionary Research Library, Burke Library, Union Theological Seminary, New York / Additional information 

· Presbyterian Historical Society 

· Southern Baptist Convention, International Mission Board 

· United Church of Canada Archives 

· United Methodist Church General Commission on Archives and History 
· UK: 

· Centre for the Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World, University of Edinburgh 

· Methodist Archives and Research Centre (U.K.) 

· School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London 

· Mundus: Gateway to missionary collections in the United Kingdom 

· Europe 

· Bibliothèque du Défap-Service protestant de mission 

· Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle 

· Mission 21, Evangelisches Missionswerk Basel 

· World Council of Churches Archives 

And it has a directory of archival repositories arranged geographically.

This is very much a work in progress, so I hope that if you see something that is missing, you will bring it to our attention.

I hope this overview has been useful, and welcome the thoughts of others who have used such resources.

