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Abstract: This report aims to introduce The Documentation of Christianity in Asia Consortium (DCIA), a collaborative project launched in 2005 between three East Asian Christian educational institutions and Yale Divinity School Library. It discusses the purposes of the consortium; and its development, present tasks, challenges, and prospects in the diverse situations in Asia today.
The Documentation of Christianity in Asia Consortium, launched in 2006, is a collaborative project between Asian institutions and Yale Divinity School Library.  Consortial members include Yale University Divinity School Library, the Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia, Trinity Theological College (Singapore), Payap University Archives (Chiang Mai), Hong Kong Baptist University Library (Hong Kong), Malaysia Theological Seminary (Seremban), Sabah Theological Seminary (Kota Kinabalu), and Methodist Theological School (Sibu).  The last three institutions joined in 2008.

The DCIA project is an instance of intraregional and institutional collaboration in documenting Christianity in the globalising age.  Both the region and the membership are revealing.  East Asia is both socioeconomically and geopolitically diverse.  North East Asia is overshadowed by the China presence; whilst South East Asia consists of a cluster of newly-established nation-states with contrasting social and linguistic settings.  With few exceptions, Christians live as minorities alongside powerful and sometimes militant groups of other religions.   The present membership perhaps does not reflect the multiple realities of the region.  The institutions are by and large English-speaking, governed by denomination churches, and except for one instance, led by ethnic Chinese.  Nevertheless DCIA – though it is still at its early stages, may provide useful lessons for intraregional cooperation.  

My present aim is to explain the purposes of this Consortium, sketch its development, and reflect on the challenges and opportunities for such initiatives at the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Purpose of the Consortium

The Consortium aims to improve the documentation of Christianity in Asia through the identification and description of both primary and secondary source documents.
 The consortial partners from the beginning set out three areas of cooperation: 

1 Collaborative Web Presence

This Consortium would set up a web presence, with each of the partner institutions providing access and links to resources for Christianity in their region.  This web presence would enable the Consortium to collaborate electronically, while providing improved access to their resources to scholars around the world. Scholars would be able to use the consortial website as a portal through which they might identify resources documenting Christianity in Asia. The Consortium would also investigate ways to provide electronic access to primary resources. 

2 Collection Development

i. In collaboration with Yale Divinity Library, members would develop a survey instrument to facilitate the gathering of information from regional church bodies and other ecclesial organizations. 

ii. Members would identify material "at risk" as candidates for a preservation microfilming program, with funding from the Kenneth Scott Latourette Initiative for the Documentation of World Christianity. 

iii. Members would identify gaps in their holdings of monographs and periodicals, and seek to purchase copies, with having microfilm copies made as a last resort.

iv. Members would identify archival documentation of historical missionary activity in their regions, and purchase those that are commercially available; those that have not been microfilmed will be candidates for filming using funds from the Latourette Initiative. 

3 Building Bridges

i. Each of the member institutions would conduct a regional consultation to which theological colleges, seminaries, universities, and other institutions that collect the documentation of Asian Christianity would be invited. The purpose of the consultations would be to raise awareness of the need for collaboration and to lay the groundwork for collaborative relationships.

ii. Each of the member institutions would conduct one or more workshops for church leaders in their region to raise awareness of the need to collect archival resources and to teach the basics of archival management. One possible outcome of the workshops would be to encourage institutions to deposit their archives with an agency equipped to handle them.

Development

The DCIA project arose from a regional consultation convened by Yale University Divinity School Library at Trinity Theological College, Singapore on 5-6 October 2005.  Trinity Theological College, Hong Kong Baptist University Library, and Payap University responded to Paul Stuhrenberg’s invitation to carry out a needs analysis to determine whether or not a programme should be developed to improve the documentation of Christianity in Asia.  The meeting was funded by the United Board for Higher Education in East Asia.  At the meeting, the institutional representatives agreed to form a consortium to carry out the documentation programme among the lines outlined above.  Despite the United Board’s decision to reject the following funding application, the institutions agreed in March 2006 to launch the project. 

It became clear that DCIA needs to set up the necessary infrastructure if the project were to succeed.  Except the “Documentation on Christianity in Malaysia and Singapore Consultation” organised by Trinity Theological College, Singapore, on 7-9 June 2006,
 there is little substantive movement from other institutions.  In June 2007, under the Yale University Library International Affiliate Programme, Michael Poon travelled to New Haven to work with his counterparts at Yale Divinity School Library to develop the infrastructure for the web presence.  The month-long collaboration moved the project forward in five respects: 

(1) Yale University Library agreed to develop and host the eventual document database by the end of 2008; 

(2) Consortial partners agreed to a set of controlled vocabulary and hierarchy list for the document database; 

(3) William Smalley wrote a Access database programme for Asian consortial partners to begin inputting records of source documents, with the aim that these records would be transferred to the eventual database hosted at Yale; 

(4) An on-line survey instrument was devised for consortial members to gather information from local church bodies; and

(5) A listing of source documents on South East Asia kept at Yale Divinity School Library was produced and posted on the Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia website.
 
The resources and decisions in June 2007 helped setting the DCIA project in more concrete terms. Since then, Sabah Theological Seminary, Methodist theological School, and Malaysia Theological Seminary became full members from 2008. Hong Kong Baptist University Library Special Collections held a Meeting with Hong Kong church leaders and their representatives in January 2008 to promote the DCIA project.  Trinity Theological College and Malaysia Theological Seminary are working with their constituencies in inputting church records in the database.   The Anglicans’ hierarchical structure makes it a convenient target for information gathering.  The Singapore database now includes close to 4,000 Anglican records and 500 Methodist records.
Prospects and Challenges
DCIA is still at its early stages.  This intraregional cooperation in East Asia on documentation however holds out two promises:
(1) It is a welcomed decision on documenting Christianity in Asia.  By its nature, documentation is a long-term undertaking, and so requires policy support from institutions.  This again depends on infrastructural stability.  A theological college or church that survives on hand-to-mouth cannot spare resources for documentation work.  The identifying and eventual disseminating of source material will offer historians and mission scholars a more concrete basis in understanding present-day Christianity in Asia.
(2) It is a first instance of intraregional cooperation on documentation in East Asia.  The model of several regional partners working together with an established partner in the West is significant.  It opens the avenues for mutual understanding both within the region and in the West.  Imagine how Christian minorities in Asia can be cloistered in their settings, having their identities defined by secular powers, and without the means to tell their own stories.  Intraregional cooperation opens new ways in how time and space can be conceived.  Again, imagine how theological students in seminaries across the world can approach world Christianity without source material from other parts of the world.  Yale Divinity School’s policy, both in continuing documenting Christianity in the “post-missionary era”, and in offering support towards strengthening documentation centres worldwide, is visionary and exemplary.  
Challenges however remain.  To end, I draw attention to three areas:
(1) The need to devise mechanism for mutual accountability among consortial partners.  As yet, the implementation of DCIA is left to the initiatives of individual member without clearly defined outcomes within agreed time frames;
(2) This depends on institutional commitment to invest personnel and material resources in sustaining the DCIA project;

(3) The need to expand the scope of documenting Christianity in Asia beyond the predominantly denominational, ethnic-Chinese and English-speaking churches.  More attention perhaps should be given to indigenous Christian initiatives and movements within the region.  

A final word.  The Documentation Study Group meetings in the 2004 Port Dickson International Association for Mission Studies Assembly were instrumental in reviving documentation work in Southeast Asia.   The friendship sealed and generosity offered by Jonathan Bonk, Gerald Anderson, and later Martha Smalley, Jean Paul Wiest and Paul Stuehrenberg towards the initial documentation efforts at Trinity Theological College laid the foundation for the first meeting of consortial partners in October 2005.  After all, the memory of God’s generous love in his peoples is best preserved through generous acts of love.   This we celebrate and share in our DABOH Conference in 2008.
(presented at the DABOH 2008 Balaton Conference: Mission and History: Documenting World Christianity in the 21st Century)
� See the Consortium webpage at Yale University,  � HYPERLINK "http://www.library.yale.edu/div/DCIA/" ��http://www.library.yale.edu/div/DCIA/�, and the Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia’s account at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/arch-pres/ciacon.htm" ��http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/arch-pres/ciacon.htm�. 


� Source documents refer to 1) "Official" publications of denominations and other ecclesial agencies, including, but not limited to, annual reports, directories, periodicals, and newsletters; 2) "Grey" literature, including printed material with limited distribution (e.g., literature sent out by denominations to congregations and clergy) and ephemeral material (e.g., brochures, flyers, pamphlets, etc.); 3) Archival material, including the archives of mission agencies, denominations, church-related agencies, ecumenical agencies, and congregations; 4). Personal papers of church leaders; 5) Photographs; and 6) Oral histories.


� See “Report on the ‘Documentation of Christianity in Malaysia and Singapore Consultation’”, The Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/arch-pres/dms2006.htm" ��http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/arch-pres/dms2006.htm�. 





�  See “Yale Divinity School Southeast Asian Manuscripts”, The Centre for the Study of Christianity in Asia, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/ydsl-sea/index.html" ��http://www.ttc.edu.sg/csca/ydsl-sea/index.html�. 





